
 

 

 

 

 

January 2015 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration, 

First, may I wish you all a happy, healthy and fulfilling New Year. The church year has begun well with a 

lovely Epiphany celebration which included excerpts from Menotti’s “Amahl and the Night Visitors” 

interwoven into the mass of the day and all followed by an Epiphany Party in the Rectory.  Epiphany 

gives the Christmas message its universal dimension. 

Second, may I thank all of you who contributed to making our Christmas celebrations both beautiful and 

memorable. At the crowded Midnight Mass the church looked magnificent with all surfaces shining and 

decorated with greens, wreaths, candles, poinsettias and the EAG Christmas tree.  The music this 

Christmas was of the highest order with a fine rendition of the Charpentier Midnight Mass as well as 

many favorite carols and hymns. It is always exciting to welcome many visitors including those who have 

been married here. However at the same time I miss many regular parishioners who are away visiting 

their own families or on much-needed vacation time. 

The 2015 Pledge Campaign which concluded in November is still not wrapped up. We have many 

pledges in hand and a good total so far. However there are a number of outstanding pledges from regular 

parishioners still to be received. These include some people on e-pledging who do need to put in a pledge 

card annually. If you have not got round to completing your pledge as yet please do so promptly so that 

the campaign can be finalized. It is encouraging to see a number of new pledges this year.  For those of 

you who have never pledged please consider doing so. It is an important spiritual discipline and an 

outward sign of your participation in and commitment to the church family. The amount is not really the 

issue: whether the pledge is great or small, it is making the commitment that is important. 

I am pleased to report that we were able to fulfil our annual pledged gift of $3500 to Carpenter’s Kids.  

This will be the ninth year we have supported 50 Aids orphans in Tanzania with their schooling. Thank 

you for all who have continued to donate so generously to this good cause. 2015 will be the tenth and last 

year of this program which has been a partnership between the Diocese of New York and the Diocese of 

Central Tanganyika and which this parish has supported from the outset. 

On Sunday February 1, we will be keeping Candlemass, the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple (transferred from February 2) with the blessing and lighting of candles, procession and Solemn 

Mass. It is the last of the three great Feasts of Light (Christmas, Epiphany and Candlemass) which 

brighten up the winter gloom. 



I will be preaching at St Paul’s Cathedral, Savannah, Georgia, on Sunday January 25, which is the Feast 

of the Conversion of St Paul. On January 26 I will fly to Australia for the final 2 weeks of my annual 

vacation and to catch some warmer weather. I found my elder sister’s invitation to join her at her beach 

house too tempting to resist! I will send you all warm thoughts at least! 

Ash Wednesday this year falls on February 18. I will back in good time for Lent. 

With my prayerful and loving good wishes,  

 

 

                                                                                                        Rector 

 

 


